
WEST HAVEN BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FENRUARY 23, 2022 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
WHHS CAFÉ  

1 MCDONOUGH PLAZA WEST HAVEN, CT 06516 

1 
 

 
A Special Meeting of the Board of Education was held on February 23, 2022, at West Haven 
High School Cafe, McDonough Plaza, West Haven, CT. Cebi Waterfield, Chairwoman of the 
Board of Education called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The meeting opened with the Pledge 
of Alliance. 
 
BOARD MEMBERS   
IN ATTENDANCE:    

Andrea Talamelli 
     Cebi Waterfield 

Robert Guthrie 
Patricia Libero     
Patrick Egolum 
Kim Kenny 
Jennifer Frost 
 

 
ABSENT:    Anne Heffernan 
     Morgan Watts 
 
 
 

  
ADMINISTRATORS PRESENT:  Neil C. Cavallaro, Superintendent of Schools,  

Judith Drenzek, Assistant Superintendent of Schools 
Matthew Cavallaro, Director of Finance 
 

        
 
CITY OFFICALS PRESENT:       None 
           
 
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES  
PRESENT:     
 
 
B.  Public Portion of Meeting:  Opened: 6:01pm Closed 6:26pm 
 
Georgiana Dini, 41 Jones Hill Road West Haven, CT 06516 
I am a paraprofessional at Savin Rock school, and I feel these masks are helping. We are at full 
capacity with students and staff. We do have cases every now and again, but we are not taking 
out the whole classroom. If we get rid of the mask, we will have classrooms quarantined again. 
Wishes the district would wait until after the spring break.  
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Denice Ford, 112 church St., West Haven, CT 06516 
I am a 20-year animal control officer for the city of West Haven, and I have 7-year-old twins at 
Mackrille School. As an animal control officer, I have worked with preventing disease 
prevention and awareness with the animals and the kids. So, she is very aware of the vaccination 
and how they work. She came to speak on behalf of her 7-year-old twins. They have complied 
with the mask mandate from the very beginning. Putting all the precautions was very beneficial 
for the students and staff. But we are now two years in and vaccinations have been made 
available since the end of last year for 5 and older. After getting the vaccine her twins were 
positive with COVID. However, they had mild symptoms. Therefore, we should give the parents 
the right back to make the decision for their children. We as the parents can make the best 
decision for our homes. Wonderful teaching opportunity for our children. Differences are good. 
Personal choice. 
 
Deb, 3 Ferguson Rd, Hamden, 06518 
Here on behalf of her grandchildren that live in West Haven. Very concerned some share 
believes and some do not. We want the right to make our own choice.  
 
Marilyn Halligan, 220 Richmond Ave., West Haven, CT 06516 
I am a paraprofessional in our school system. Working in Kindergarten classrooms I strongly 
feel that the masks have protected the staff as well as the children. As we know the virus is still 
on the rise. Additionally, as someone in those classrooms the masks are important and request to 
extend the mask mandate and wish to revisit after spring break vacation.  
 
Olivia, 97 prospect Ave., West Haven, CT 06516 
I don’t want to wear a mask anymore because it hurts. Sometimes I can’t breathe in my mask. 
She comes home with wet masks. Thank you. 
 
Dominick, 114 Fedrick Street, West Haven, CT 06516  
I am 17 years old I am a Junior. I have worn a mask since we were requested to and frankly the 
mask has overstayed its welcome. Cases have been declining and having a vaccine and immunity 
there is no true reason to continue the mask mandate. Hopefully at the end of tonight the mask 
will be optional. 
 
Matt Petrie, 200 Highland Ave., West Haven, CT 06516 
I have 3 children in the school system. I am against the mask mandate. My youngest child is a 5th 
grader at Carrigan. She goes to speech therapy for the last three years. Having to talk with a 
mask on and not seeing teachers mouth when teaching is causing her delay. Oldest is a Senior 
she would like to finish the way it started no mask. You don’t need a mask to go to the bar or 
restaurant. Time to give the parents and taxes payers the choice whether their children wear a 
mask. Thank you. 
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Joe Weber, 144 Arlington St., West Haven, CT 06516 
Here tonight to ask the end of masking of our children. The science is clear that the mask does 
not give protection against respiratory viruses. Many studies show its harmful to children still 
growing. Masks are not comfortable to wear a full school day. This is not healthy. We need to 
return to normal before its too late.  
 
Cheryl Kinman, 79 Jones St., West Haven, CT 06516 
I personal think that we should wait until after April vacation and revisit this. After Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, the numbers were high. I work in a special education room at Carrigan. My kids 
need love and hugs and taking the masks off makes me nervous. I think it’s a hard decision for 
you guys. The numbers are not even right. I feel very concerned that some of our classrooms 
don’t even have windows. Its not in the best interest of the staff and students. The kids are 
complaining about the mask. She is worried the numbers will go up. Concerned about the 
bussing. Its just to soon in her opinion.  
 
Michelle, 113 Fedrick Street, West Haven, CT 06516 
I just want to say whatever the board decide that you give the students the option to wear it. Give 
the people the options. Let the students have the choice.   
 
 
C. REPORTS 
 
C.1.a.   Administration/Status of Schools  
 

Superintendent Cavallaro gave a packet of information regarding the important 
information about the mask mandate expiring. Its very hard to separate being a father, 
grandfather, and Superintendent of schools. I have a granddaughter who attends 
preschool. The preschool was closing left and right, and my poor daughter didn’t have 
daycare. I’m happy to see that we are coming out of this with less restrictions. I feel safe 
sending my granddaughter out and my son-in-law and daughter need to go to work. I 
have lived through the quarantine. I had a Senior last year at Notre Dame High School, 
and we had to look at Colleges with a mask on and he lost his junior year. He was just 
starting Varsity Hockey two years ago and that was taken from him. It’s a big summer 
from Junior to Senior year. So, I understand what children and parents missed. We have 
done the best we can to keep the schools open. I understand there is a concern for some 
with removing the mask. The key is we plan to make it optional. If the board allows the 
mandate to expire and we will get a much information out to the parents as possible. 
Most importantly you need to sit down as a family and weigh pros and cons. The bus 
situation will be challenging but we have always navigated very well. Kid adjusted well. I 
think kids and family did what it took to come to school. But kids have missed out with 
speech and mental health issues. The board has been so supportive, and this is the first 
time the board gets to decide. Previous rules and mandates have been state or federal 
mandates. Superintendent Cavallaro provided a presentation to the board. Superintendent 
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Cavallaro informed the board there are 3 actions that we can take. 1. No action meaning 
the mask mandate will expire. 2 Extend the mask mandate. 3. Modification with the 
expired mandate. My personal recommendation is to allow it to expire.  

 
C.1.b Student Representatives 
  
C.1.c.   Board 
 

Cebi- As a Registered Nurse (RN) the decisions made were based on scientific evidence 
that we were presented at that time. We will continue to do so as long as I sit in the chair 
spot on the board. The pandemic response was never intended to keep everyone from 
getting sick. The pandemic response to prevent a collapse of the healthcare system in 
your community. She is comfortable asking for a motion for the expiration of the mask 
mandate. Thanked all teachers and staff. Thanked Heather Shea too. 
 
Andrea- Asked for clarification on the difference between no action and modification.  
 
Patricia B. Libero-Expressed her awareness of the improvements in the air quality 
systems in each school systems. She feels its important for the parents to know.  
 
Kim- Thanked Neil for all the information provided tonight. Believes it’s time to move 
forward. But also, be mindful if we need to revisit, we will do so. Thanked the parents for 
their support. 
 
Jennifer- Asked Neil about N95 masks for staff. Asked about students concerns with the 
rules.  

 
D.4. New Business: 
  

22-04 Recommendation from Superintendent to allow the Mask Mandate to Expire 
 
Move to Approve. 
 
Chairwoman Waterfield asked for a motion to approve 22-04 
Patricia B. Libero made the motion  
Jennifer Frost seconded the motion 
Discussion: None 
All board members present were in favor 
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Informational 
 
Chairwoman Waterfield asked for a motion to adjourn 
Andrea Talamelli made the motion  
Robert Guthrie seconded the motion 
All board members were in favor 
The meeting adjourned at 7:01PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, Amanda Foster 
 


